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From Napoleon's point of view, the success of his block-
ading plan depended on prohibiting the Continent from
trading with Britain, He was therefore led on by this neces- p
sity to further aggression. He annexed Holland and joined
her to France. Then he began the Spanish enterprise which Son*
was to prove so fatal (Note 113). In 1807 he first attacked
and annexed Portugal, and in 1808 he forced the King of
Spain and his heir to abandon the throne of Spain, which
Napoleon at once bestowed on his brother Joseph. His
position now seemed supreme. The French empire included
France, Belgium, the land up to the Rhine, and Piedmont and
Tuscany. As King of Italy, Napoleon had the direct rule, in
addition, of Lombardy and Venetia. As Protector of the
Confederation of the Rhine, he controlled the policies and the
armies of nearly all the German powers except Austria and
Prussia, both of which were, however, quiescent. Russia was
his ally. Of his brothers, Louis was King of Holland, Jerome
King of Westphalia, and Joseph King of Spain, whilst his
brother-in-law, Murat, was King of Naples. Yet with all
his power, and all these vast resources, he had really already
sown the seeds of his own defeat, for his attack on Spain and
Portugal gave Britain her opportunity. Portugal was Britain's
" oldest ally " and to her an army was dispatched under
Arthur Wellesley. He defeated the French at Vimiero, and vimiero
by the Convention of Cintra (1808) they undertook to eva- (1808)
cuate Portugal. The mistake was made, however, of granting
the French army leave to return to France and of sending
them back in British ships instead of sending them as
prisoners to England. This roused the greatest indignation
in England1 and Wellesley was recalled. Meanwhile the
Spaniards succeeded in forcing eighteen thousand French-
men to surrender at Baylen, a notable achievement.

1 Contemporary cartoons show John Bull politely escorting the French
army back to France where Napoleon greets them with astonished pleasure.